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Table 1: Different identified zooplankton in the studied rearing ponds for the Ship sturgeon
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Daphnia longispina
Daphnig magna Daphniidae
Daphnia pulex Cladocera Branchiopoda
Moina sp. Moinidae
Crustacea
Cyclops sp. Cyclopida Cyclopoida
Copepoda
Diaptomus sp. Diaptomidae Calanoida
- - - Ostracoda
- - Ploima Monogononta Rotifera
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Figure 2: Comparison of the percentage of food organisms in the rearing ponds and the digestive tract contents of
juvenile Ship sturgeon (mean £ SD)
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Table 1: Food selection index for different groups of food organisms in the studied rearing ponds for the Ship

sturgeon
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Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to determine the dietary live feeds in the earthen ponds
and the preference consumption of juvenile Ship sturgeon (Acipenser nudiventris) from these
items. Samplings were carried out for the 6 weeks with a six-sampling intervals in two 4
hectare ponds. Three sampling sites were considered in each earthen pond. In order to
evaluate the number of zooplankton and benthos in fish digestive tract contents, 180 juveniles
were sampled. The highest amount of zooplankton and benthos in ponds was adult copepoda
and their naupli with 49.58%, while the highest values of live feeds was belonged to the
cladocera (61.19%) and chironomids (25.27%) in the digestive tract of juvenile Ship sturgeon.
Food selection index was positive for chironomids, cladocera, and ostracoda, but it was
negative for copepoda.The results of the present study showed that juveniles Ship sturgeon
have a high tendency to feed on cladocera, ostracoda and chironomids. So that, cladocera and
chironomids are among the main food items and ostracoda is considered as an occasional
food. When the sources of zooplankton decrease in the ponds, sturgeon feeds on copepoda.

Keywords: Acipenser nudiventris, Live food, Zooplankton, Benthos, Stock enhancement.
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